
1. Scan the page for words that stand out – interesting words or ones that have
meaning to you. Use a pencil to mark them lightly.

2. Now reread the page of text and look for words that could link the marked words
together. Lightly mark possible connecting words.

3. List all of the circled works on a separate piece of paper in the order that they
appear on the page of the text from top to bottom, left to right.

4. Read through all the words you have selected and piece them together to create
the lines of your poem. When choosing your final words, you may eliminate parts of
words, especially endings, or go back to the original text to find more words.

5. Consider if you want to add an illustration. Then, black out any unwanted words
to create your final poem.

Below are examples of blackout poetry all of which used the same original page of 
text.

Grab & Go Craft Kits for Adults
 Blackout Poetry

April is National Poetry Month and the perfect time to explore the power of words 
and language. But if you are struggling to find the right words, why not use some-one 
else’s? Blackout poetry is when you take a written piece of text from a book, 
newspaper, or magazine and redact words, in order to come up with your very own 
poetry. Your kit includes pages from Pride and Prejudice plus a black permanent 
marker. To create your poems, feel free to use them, pages from your own books, 
articles cut from newspapers, or anything else you have lying around your home. 

Creating a blackout poem involves steps that are all about deconstruction, then 
reconstruction. Your poem can be artistic, simple, serious, or nonsensical. All of the 
words are already there on the page, so let the randomness be part of the fun.  

The New York Times has created an interactive generator that allows readers to cre-
ate blackout poetry from select articles. Searching for Poetry in Prose–The New 
York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/multimedia/blackout-poetry.html
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